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Welcome 
Professor Mark Crescenzi,  

Nancy Hanes White Distinguished Professor & Chair 
 
 

Remarks  
Maya Isabel Schroder 

L. Richardson Preyer Award Winner 
 
 

Commencement Address 
Stephanie Watkins-Cruz 

Policy Analyst, Chatham County Manager’s Office 

 

Recognition of Graduate Students 
PhD Hooding 

Professor Jonathan Hartlyn 
Kenneth J. Reckford Distinguished Professor  

Director of Graduate Studies 
 
 

Recognition of Undergraduate Students 
Assistant Professor Susan Bickford  

Associate Chair 
 
 

Closing Remarks 
Professor Mark Crescenzi,  

Nancy Hanes White Distinguished Professor & Chair 
 
 
 

Political Science Department History 
 

After many years as a combined Department of History and Political 
Science, in 1935 the UNC Department of Political Science was 

established as an independent department in the College of Arts and 
Sciences. Given its background, initial instruction focused on the 

historical development of American political institutions and upon 
European and Latin American politics, an uncommon combination 
fostered by President Frank Porter Graham, whose international 

vision helped “globalize” the University before that word entered the 
English language. 

 
This continued in the years immediately after World War II, when the 

Department grew significantly alongside the growth in the student 
body, many members of which were beneficiaries of the G.I. bill. 
Included in this growth was a dramatic diversification of course 
offerings, eventually leading to today’s five subfields – American 

politics, international relations, comparative politics, political theory 
and methodology. 

 
While funding for the Department’s development came primarily 
from the people of North Carolina, both as individual gifts and as 
appropriations from the state legislature, additional support has 

come from private and federal government foundations, including a 
very substantial “Center of Excellence Grant” from the National 
Institutes of Health, the National Defense Education Art, and the 

Ford and Rockefeller Foundations. These grants helped the 
Department to assume major leadership roles in UNC’s 

interdisciplinary centers, including the Institute for Research in 
Social Science and its Social Science Statistical Laboratory, plus all 

of the University’s area studies programs. 
 

Today’s Department seeks to build upon this history, first and 
foremost by providing an undergraduate education of the highest 
quality, fulfilling the University’s charter to “prepare the rising 
generation for the duties of life.” This can only be achieved by 

fostering creative research to expand our understanding of politics, 
broadly defined at the local, state, national and global levels. 



 PhD Recipients 
 

James Cliff Keller 
Dissertation:  

Doing More with Less: Examining the Impact of Military  
Training on Rebel Group Outcomes in Civil Wars 

Advisor: Stephen Gent 
 

David Ma 
Dissertation:   

Three Papers on the Political Economy of Judicial 
Independence  

in Dominant-Party Democracies 
Advisor: Evelyne Huber 

 
 

William Edgar Patton III 
Dissertation:  

Voter Decision-Making in Post-Reform Presidential Primaries 
Advisor: Sarah Treul Roberts 

 
Kevin Anthony Roach 

Dissertation: Representing Equity 
Advisor: Frank Baumgartner 

Emily Marie Wager 
Dissertation:  

People Like Us? American Preferences for Bigger Government 
 in the Age of Inequality 
Advisor: James Stimson 

 
Jay Robert Williams III 

Dissertation: The Geography of Secession 
Advisor: Mark Crescenzi 

 
 

 

PhD Recipients 
 

Christian John Caron 
Dissertation:  

Three Essays on the Political Determinants of Public Policy 
 in the U.S. States 

Advisor: Frank Baumgartner 
 

Leah Christiani 
Dissertation:  

He Said What?! Group Threat and Explicit Racial  
Rhetoric in American Politics 

Advisors: Frank Baumgartner and Timothy Ryan 
 

John Alexander Curiel 
Dissertation: 

 Tripartite Redistricting Cartels and Overlapping Ambition 
Advisor: Jason Roberts 

 
Claire Elizabeth Dunn 

Dissertation:  
Privileged Interests: Class-Based Variation in Government  

Responsiveness in Brazilian States 
Advisor: Evelyne Huber 

 
Guzel Garifullina 

Dissertation:  
Selecting Wise Rulers? Institutional Determinants of  

Political Leaders’ Preferences and Behavior 
Advisor: Graeme Robertson 

 
 



  
2021-2022 AWARD RECIPIENTS 

 
 

L. Richardson Preyer Award for 
Excellence in Political Science 

 
Maya Isabel Schroder 

 
This award honors a former member of the United States 
House of Representatives, as well as a state and federal 
judge. It is given to a senior judged by a committee of the 
faculty to have established the most distinguished record of 
scholarship in Political Science and service to the 
community. 

 
 

Terry Sanford Award for Excellence 
 

Alessandra Quattrocchi 
 

This award is named in honor of the distinguished alumnus 
of the University who served as Governor and as a United 
States senator. It is given to the undergraduate judged to have 
written the best honors thesis in Political Science. 

 
 

Shepard Jones Award in International Relations 
 

Julia Wakeman 
 

This award honors Professor Shepard Jones’s thirty-three 
years of service to the department and the contribution he 
made as a teacher, scholar, and mentor of students. The 
award is given to an undergraduate student judged to have 
written the best essay in International Relations. 

 

The departmental awards have been established by generous gifts 
from former students, parents, and friends. If you would like to 
establish an award or contribute to one currently being given, please 
contact the Department of Political Science. 

 
This ceremony and reception are sponsored by a generous gift to the 
department from Mayne Albright, class of 1931. The Albright Fund is 
designed to recognize and encourage student public service. 
 
 

To our past, present, and future supporters,  
Thank you! 

 
 

 2021-2022 Honors and Highest Honors* 
 

Maha Butt 
Drew Marie Benzaia* 
Lucas Hobgood Cain* 

Clayton Howard Covington* 
Lindsey Madeline Cox 

Lucas Ismael Fernandez 
Evely Alexis Forte 

Kathryn Ellen Goodwin 
Adaeze Ashley Ibeanu 

Jack Moore 
Jasmine Grace Orsini 

Alessandra Quattrocchi* 
Miya Celeste Salmeron 
Maya Isabel Schroder* 

Bennett Powell Stillerman* 
James. J. Joseph Tolentino 

Rebecca Paige Weisberger* 
 



 Gareau,John T 
Gaye,D'Andre Jovan 
Gilligan,Cordelia Jane 
Gilmore,Riley Elizabeth 
Giordano,Guilianna Marie 
Godinez-Cedillo,Melanie America  β 
Goff,Henry Hudson 
Goldsmith,Gaaron Ugenio 
Goldstein,Samantha Pearl 
Gomez-Jimenez,Kenia 
Goodwin,Kathryn Ellen 
Gossett,Jackson Kennedy β 
Gradwell,Alyssa Dawn 
Gray,Hunter K 
Greaves,Emily Piper  β 
Green,Riley Karsen  β 
Gross,Jessica Noble 
Guerra,Diana Aidee 
Guglielmo,Joseph 
Gutstein,Jesse Mitchell 
Habegger,Luke Robert  α 
Hadiaris, Anastasia 
Hall,Justin N 
Hall,Kendall Elizabeth 
Hall,Robert Troy β 
Hartman,Alyssa Rahne 
Hasan,Mirza Abbas β 
Hawkins,Tracy 
Hazerjian,Max Thomas 
Heavner,Sara Jane Carson 
Hedrick,Charles Gray 
Heller,Baili M 
Heneghan,Dylan 
Herman,Alexander Grayson 
Hill,Gianna 
Housman,Noah Harrison  β 
 

 
 
 

Cuenca,Maria Jose 
Cullins,Zaire 
Cunningham,Savannah 
Dakoriya,Nina Sanjay 
Dalton,Anna Caroline 
Davenport,Rachel Catherine 
De La Torre,Kiara 
De Vito,Alessandra Rosina 
Deel,Raleigh William 
Dellaperuta,Daniel Xavier 
Deshazor,Jordan Christopher 
Dickson,Nora Gray 
Dixon,Jennings Thomas 
Dorgan,Michael James 
Dos Santos,Ashley Rene 
Downes,Sydney Taylor 
Drewry,Jeremy 
Durham,Alexandra Ferguson 
Eby,James Fredrick 
Edwards,Lyndsey Marie 
Ehuan,Ty Ashton 
Emrich,Amy 
Enright,Grace Elizabeth  β 
Espinal,Aneudy 
Espinal-Baquis,Felix Eduardo 
Estrada,Amy Jewel  β 
Feaster,Jocelyn 
Fernandez,Lucas Ismael 
Filby,Kelley Alexandra 
Fitz-Randolph,Caitlin Elizabeth 
Flanagan,Kathryn Geneva 
Forte,Evely Alexis αβ 
Gafcovich,Emily Ann 
Ganpati,Sidarth Ramesh  α 
Garcia,Francisco Thomas 
 
 
 

 
 

Bronson,Georgia Lillian 
Brown,Erin Camille 
Brundage,Armistead Thomason 
Brunner,Kerragan 
Bucey,Dylan James  β 
Buckner,Joseph Woodrow 
Burg,Samantha Louise 
Burgess,Jennifer 
Burnham,Alexandra 
Burns,Britney Gabrielle 
Butt,Maha  α 
Cain,Lucas Hobgood  β 
Cameron,Alexis M 
Campbell,Ashiya Quatanesia Umaya 
Carlton,Malcolm 
Carpen,Lyda Elina 
Carter,Jack Conrad 
Caudle,Margaret Carol 
Chamberlin,Anna Scott 
Charlow,Maddie Aurora 
Chaucer,Arden Grace 
Chrabaszewski,Aara Lee 
Clark,Aaron Thomas  α 
Cochrane, Robin 
Cody,Jordan Alexis 
Coltrane,Yancey Katelyn 
Correll,Hannah Elise 
Corridore,Chelsea Taylor 
Cosio,Taylor Anne 
Covington,Clayton Howard 
Cox,Andrew Gregory 
Cox,Lindsey Madeline  β 
Cranford,Silas Owen 
Crisp,Emily Katie 
 

 
 
 
 

Adams,Allyson Blair 
Ahmed,Labeeb 
Ajit,Tejazaditya 
Alexander,Felix James 
Alexis,Marquis 
Aluise,Anna Katherine Kalifey β 
Amankwah,Kwame 
Amezquita-Castro,Alexandria 
Meshelle 
Angelino,Grace Elisabeth β 
Antinori,Vincent Charles 
Appanaitis,Mary-Kathryn Alexandria α 
usbrooks,Michaela Lee 
Avilez,Juan Daniel 
Bahhur,Seena Omar 
Barnett,Noah Greer 
Bateman, Nicholas 
Beall,Alexander Harper 
Beauregard,Michael David 
Bedell,Brandon 
Beesley,Gabrielle Sofia 
Benitez,Livia Maria 
Benzaia,Drew Marie αβ 
Bernhard,Amy Katherine 
Blutreich,Noah Alexander  α 
Bond,Matthew Louis 
Bonilla,Sofia 
Bouker,Casey Christine 
Bowen,Scott Edward 
Bowers,Caroline Presley  β 
Bradley,Caroline Elizabeth Hartley β 
Brady,Caroline Elizabeth 
Brady,Charles 
Bridenbaugh,Davis Andrew 

 

**α -  member of Pi Sigma Alpha;  β-  member of Phi Beta Kappa 
 



 Saslow,Rianna Nicole 
Scheipers,Sam Webb 
Schneider,Megan Elizabeth 
Schroder,Maya Isabel  β 
Schuhler,Sarah Katherine 
Serrato Rojas,Javier 
Shah,Manav Mihir 
Shaw,Andrew Lawrence 
Shaw,Benjamin Hugo 
Sherard,Councilette 
Sherrill,Elizabeth Dawson 
Sherrill,Maxwell Jacob 
Sigmon,Gabrielle Elise 
Silvey,Ethan Cole 
Sinks,Mollee 
Sirelkhatim,Alla Isamedein 
Slater, Jennie 
Smith,Alexandra Kathleen 
Smith,Antonio William 
Smith,Matthew William 
Solera,Andrea Teresa 
Sorrels,Matthew Caleb  β 
Spells,Kobe Alexander 
Spillman,William Thomas  β 
Springer,Logan Nathaniel 
St. Brice,Shailyn Domonique 
Stahl, Samantha Reilly 
Stegall,Owen Maguire 
Steinke,Kurt Wesley 
Stevens,Ian 
Stillerman,Bennett Powell  β 
Stowe,McAllister Putnam  β 
Strickland,Grace Mckenzie 
Subramaniam,Varun Raghavan 
Sugarman,Aaron Jacob 
Sullivan,Olivia  α 

 
  

 

Nash,Lauryn Gabriele  β 
Nason,Andrew David 
Neptune, Jade Maren 
Newlin,Nicholas Blair 
Nichols,Krista Tiffany 
Nichols,Ma'Leah Rhi'Ane 
Norman,Isabelle Thoman-Bain  β 
Ocampo,Bella Pilar 
Oldt,Lindsey Anna 
Orsini,Jasmine Grace 
Ortiz,Sabrina Maria 
Palermo,Emily Elizabeth  α 
Parton,Anne Michelle 
Patil,Veda Appannagouda 
Piao,Xingyu 
Polgar,Sophia Beatrice 
Poole,Benjamin Worthy 
Privette,Kaylan 
Pukatch,Ava 
Quattrocchi,Alessandra  β 
Ramachandran,Lekha Rose 
Raper, Cailyn 
Rehder,Sydney Michele 
Reynolds,John Spencer 
Robinson,Tristan Edward 
Roche,Mackenzie Catherine 
Rockwell, Grayson Thomas 
Rodriguez-Pacheco,Sebastian 
Rosario,Christopher 
Ruiz,Daniel 
Ruoff,Mark James 
Ryan,Blake Margaret  α 
Saine,Chloe Madison 
Salmeron,Miya Celeste  β 
Sanchez,Ricsy 
 
 

  

Lewis Jr,William 
Lewis,Elijah Cole 
Lopez,Andrew Joseph 
Lord,Zoe Elizabeth 
Lu,Bill Qiao Liong 
Lynn,Samuel James 
Ma,Ruilin 
Madrid,Lara 
Mahoney,Daniel Scott 
Martin,Mary Grace 
Mason,Sydney 
Massana,Carlos Alejandro 
McCord,Clara 
Mcdonnell,John William 
McDowell,Sean Victor  β 
Mcgregor,Alexander Kai 
McLeod,Jada Lauryn 
Mcmillan,Sara Nicole 
Mejer,Alexis Sofia 
Meyerhoffer,Aaron Philip αβ 
Mignogna,Nicholas 
Mintz,Mary Rebekah 
Montoya,Alejandra 
Moore III,Thomas Jordan 
Moore,Charlotte Ross 
Moore,Jack β 
Moore,Wilson Byron 
Morgan,Abigail Ruth 
Morgan,Avery Kathryn 
Morningstar,John 
Morra,Cameron Loree 
Morris,Matthew Christopher 
Mudd,Anna Daisy Marra 
Murphy,Cole Vicente  α 
Myrick,John Daniel 

   
 
 
 

Howard,Cailey Brennan 
Howerton,Garrett Kenneth 
Hranek,Madison 
Ibeanu,Adaeze Ashley Rosemary 
Iglehart, Rebecca Wayne  
Jackson,Jakob Channing 
Javvadi,Keshav Sai  β 
Johnson,Henry Thomas 
Johnson,Jalen Wayne 
Joy,Anupama  β 
Kelly,Jack Patrick  α 
Kerr,Williams Mccain 
Khan,Maryam Hana  α 
Khan,Wali Muhammad α 
Killen,William Thomas 
Kim,Eun Bi 
King,Lara Rosa 
Kinlaw,Josiah E 
Knott,Alexander Walters 
Konstandt,Alexandra Gavi 
Korman,Abigail Georgia 
Labiak,Peyton Elizabeth 
Lackey,Lauren Nicole 
Lagarde,Hadden Charnley 
Lakic,Tina 
Lamarche,Jack Haxstun 
Lamprea, Favy 
Lancaster,Laursen Victoria αβ 
Land,Celeste 
Lee,Alex Sahng-Hwa 
Lee,Baekhanna 
Lee,Sally 
Lefevre,Noah Michael 
Lescinski,Kristi Lei 
Leviner,Carson Grant 
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Williams,Colin Dean 
Williams,Eloise Rose  β 
Williams,Isabel Freeman  β 
Wilson,Grace Elizabeth  α 
Wilson,Harrison Trey 
Wolak,Ethan Claiborne 
Wood,Colton 
Woody,Jacob Benjamin 
Wooten,Katherine Nicole  α 
Worley,Jane Marie 
York,Eloise Mcdaniel 
Young,Ian Frederick 
Zachary,Eli Brian 
Zahn,Samuel  β 
Zakhem,Elie 
Zimmerman,Parker Scott 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suszynsky,Carson Patricia 
Syed,Ammaar Ali 
Tadiwos,Betseat 
Tart,Lauren Elizabeth 
Taylor,Noah 
Teague,Kayle Diane 
Tejeda,Katharine Camila 
Thomas,Richard John Mathew 
Thomas,Sara Katherine 
Thomas,Sean M 
Tolentino,James Joseph  α 
Tomlin,Kyler Chase 
Townsend,Andrew Joseph 
Trivanovic,Aleksandar Vuk αβ 
Trupiano,Liana 
Twaronite,Jack Ryan 
Vail,Hannah Grace 
Valasquez-Miguel,Julia Beatriz 
Vick,Joseph William 
Viso, Melanie 
Volcan Rivero,Andrea Isabel 
Vulpis,Ryan Christopher 
Waddell,Cara 
Wahab,Joshua Wesley 
Wakeman,Julia 
Warnock,Alyssa Michele 
Waters,Alexander αβ 
Waybright,Chloe Michelle 
Weant,Coby Scott 
Webber,Jonathan 
Weisberger,Rebecca Paige 
Weiss,Charles Alexander 
Wetzel,Carly Mae αβ 
White,Patrick David 
Whittle,Abigail B  α 

  
  
  

http://www.politicalscience.unc.edu/

